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PARISH NURSING NOTES 

    Grace, Grace, and More Grace 

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ…. 2 Peter 3:18(ESV) 

Grace has been an integral part of my life—even before I was born.  It continues to be an important part of my 

life today.  The simplest definition of grace was learned while in Sunday school. It is God’s riches at Christ’s 

expense.   Later I learned it was the opposite of mercy.  Grace is getting what I don’t deserve; mercy is not get-

ting what I do deserve.    

  

My parents were married the same week that Dad was being inducted into the US Army for WWII.  His basic 

training was at Camp Grant in Rockford, IL which was less than an hour from Mom’s childhood home.  She was 

able to live at home and visit him at camp on certain days.  This was a blessing.  After Dad completed basic 

training, he was sent to the west coast.  Mom had never been out of Illinois but she traveled by train alone to be 

with him.  She arrived safely and always found an apartment (or room) for her and Dad when he could leave 

base.  God’s grace had been with them and enabled these newlyweds to remain together as much as possible 

during this time of war and its many challenges.   

 

In time Mom became pregnant with me, and Dad was deployed to the Philippines.  Mom traveled back home 

and lived with her parents until Dad would be discharged. I was born in Oregon, IL where Mom and her family 

had been members of the local Lutheran Church.  Mom was waiting to have me baptized until Dad would be 

home, but he reminded her that he was at war.  It was possible he would not be coming home.  The waiting was 

over, and I was baptized.  By the Grace of God, the war ended, and Dad came home.  I was fifteen months old. 

 

My parents moved to Rochelle, IL which was mid-way between Mom’s family and Dad's family.  We joined the 

Lutheran Church in Rochelle (LCMS).  I have been a member of that congregation ever since.  My parents were 

both active in the congregation and served in numerous ways.  I followed in their footsteps and became very 

active in serving the Lord in our congregation and beyond.  I also taught nursing fulltime in a nearby college. 

 
After Dad died, Mom and I continued to live together.  We had divided the roles and expenses.  One of her roles 

was general housekeeping.  In time, that became difficult for her, so I told her I would take it over.  She would 

not hear of it because she said I was doing what God had called me to do.  I then told her she could hire a clean-

ing lady, and I would pay for it.  Mom hired the cleaning lady, and I paid for it. 

 

This worked well and was a blessing for many years.  During the last four years of Mom’s life, I rarely left her 

alone due to her declining ability to be independent in her activities of daily living.  I did leave her alone when 

the cleaning lady came because she was always kind and considerate to Mom and called me if anything did not 

look right.  This was a blessing for Mom and me. 
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In time, the cleaning business expanded, and our cleaning lady rarely cleaned.  She managed the business.  We 

were assigned to a different cleaning lady.  She was not as thorough in cleaning and did not have the same tem-

perament.  She was usually cleaning while I was at work so there was little interaction between us.  One day I 

came home early, and the cleaning lady was livid!  She left and said she would not be back.  She sent an email 

filled with language that is not part of my vocabulary.  She said I would never find a cleaning lady as good as 

she had been. 

 . 

I made a call to a couple  people at church who I knew had cleaning ladies. I was told about Clara (not real 

name), but she was planning to retire soon.  Another lady told me about Grace (real name).  I called Grace and 

set up an appointment to meet.  Grace was very polite, provided numerous references, and told me about grow-

ing up in Poland and later coming to the USA.  Grace has told me that her name means a lot to her.  She said her 

mother had a miscarriage with her first pregnancy and prayed that God would grant their desire to have a child.  

Grace said her parents had considered two possible names—Hope or Grace.  When their prayers were answered, 

and they had a baby daughter, her parents knew her name should be Grace.  The name, Grace, matches her per-

sonality perfectly.   

 

Grace has been my cleaning lady for a few years now, and I know she has been a gift from God.  Having Grace 

as my cleaning lady has allowed me to continue to serve the Lord in my congregation and beyond.  Grace and I 

have shared many Christ-centered conversations.  She is thoughtful and kind to others—including me.  Grace 

was the answer to her parents’ prayer.  Grace was also the answer to my prayer when I was in need.   

 

Marcia (Marcy) Schnorr, EdD, RN-BC 

Director Church Ministries-Parish Nursing 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Rochelle, IL 

Marcyschnorr2009@gmail.com 

 

 

GRACE 

 

Have you ever received something so amazing that you just knew it was from God? Have you ever prayed fer-

vently believing that God hears, and answers every prayer? Do your prayers contain not only your requests but 

your thanksgiving and praise to God? If we are honest, sometimes we are heavy on the requests and light on the 

thanksgiving and praise. God sends what we need, when we need it, in the measure that we need. I believe that it 

is important to thank him for his blessings and trust him for his direction for our lives.  

 

In 1972, I gave birth to a premature little girl, Tracy Lynn, with some birth deficiencies. In 1973, I gave birth to 

a premature little boy, Kyle David, who God took home after just a few hours. In 1976, after many surgeries, our 

little Tracy was called home to heaven. I asked God why. Yes, I wondered, but because of my faith and trust that 

all things work for good for those who love God and are called according to his purpose, Romans 8:28 

(NKJV), I was strengthened.  

That’s Grace. 

 

In 1977, after many tests, I was told that pregnancy was probably not an option for me. The doctors told me to 

“expect a miracle.” I told them “Ok, I will.” 

That’s Grace. 
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In 1981, I found out that I was pregnant! In 1982, after an extremely complicated pregnancy, I delivered a 

healthy baby girl, Kelly Marie, who will turn 40 this year. 

That’s Grace. 

In 2016, our daughter and her husband married and wanted to start a family. For 5 years God was silent to their 

prayer requests. In 2021, they received the news they had been praying for; they were pregnant! On April 22, 

2021, a baby girl, Grace Emma, was delivered – happy, healthy, and an answer to prayer. 

That’s Amazing Grace! 

 

1Samuel 1:27 (NKJV)  For this child I prayed, and the Lord has granted my petition, which I asked of Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sue Neff, RN 

Retired Parish Nurse 

San Diego, CA 

 

 

Grace wearing the 
baptismal gown worn 
by her mother and her 
grandmother. 
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News, Notes and Next 

 

 

The 30th Annual Parish Nursing and Congregational Health Ministries Conference was held at Concordia Uni-

versity Wisconsin on May 18-19, 2022.  The theme for this year’s conference was Praise God From Whom All 

Blessing Flow.  Carol Lueders Bolwerk observed this milestone year of the conference by expressing praise to 

the Lord through the conference bible verse, I will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my hear; I will tell of all 

your wonderful deeds. Psalm 9:1.  Attendance numbered 82 over the two days. Above is a picture of the Par-

ish Nurse District Representatives and Council members who attended the conference. 

 

 2023: The 31st Annual Parish Nurse and Congregational Health Ministries Conference will be held May 17-

18 2023. The theme will be: Compassionate Service.  For more information, contact Dr . Carol Lueders 

Bolwerk, Conference Chairperson at : Carol.LuedersBolwerk@cuw.edu 

 

 NEW BOOK RESOURCE: Helping the Hurting: Nursing Ministry in the Body of Christ  by Jennie 

Johnson, RN-BC, PhD. Never has there been a more important time for every church to have a parish nurse 

to guide members through the murky waters of healthcare. Written in the fire of the great pandemic, you’ll 

learn what parish nursing is, how to become one and the simple A to Z steps to set up a ministry. Whether 

your congregation is small or large—this book is your roadmap to get you started.  

       Visit jenniejohnsonrn.com for more information. Available on amazon.com or wherever books are sold. 
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 For an inspiring Daily Devotion to come to your phone each morning, you can subscribe to Lutheran 

Church Charities at https://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/devotions.html. Additional ministries in-

formation is also available at that site.  LCC is located in northern IL and is very supportive of parish 

nursing.  

 For a 1 minute online daily devotion by Rev. Dr. Paul Devantier go to: https://www.bythewaytoday.org 

Compassionate Care Resources 

Cancer Companions: www.cancercompanions.org 

Lutherans For Life: lutheransfor life.org 

Stephen Ministry: stephenministr ies.org 

Lutheran Church Charities: lutheranchurchchar ities.org; LCC K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry; Hearts of 

Mercy and Compassion 

Hope-ful Living: hopefulliving.org 

Caring-Ministry: kslcms.org/car ing-ministry/older-adult-ministry 

 

CERTIFICATE COURSES FOR PARISH NURSING 

RECOMMENDED BY LCMS PARISH NURSE COUNCIL 

There are many ecumenical/interfaith parish nurse (faith community nursing) courses available, but at pre-

sent there are only three that are specifically recommended by the LCMS Parish Nurse Council (Leadership 

Team).  These are recommended because of their specifically Lutheran framework and are consistent with 

the culture of the LCMS practice and teachings.  Upon completion of any of the courses a Certificate of 

Completion is awarded, and the parish nurse is eligible to be included in the LCMS Directory of Parish 

Nurses. 

Concordia University Wisconsin offers two options for  earning a cer tificate.  They are:  

4-Day Intensive Course: Taught by the Schools of Nursing and Theology, this course is offered 

annually in May at CUW.  This course introduces Christian caregiving and parish nursing within a 

congregational setting.  Most of the participants are registered nurses, but it is also open to other 

health care professionals and others interested in a congregational health ministry.  Students from 

CUW may also take the course as an undergraduate elective for three undergraduate credits. 

Faith Community/Parish Nursing:  This 8-week course is taught by the Schools of Nursing and The-

ology and is similar in content to the 4-Day Intensive On-Site Course.  This course is offered to reg-

istered nurses by distance learning. 

For more information about either of these courses contact Dr. Carol Lueders Bolwerk 

(carol.luedersbolwerk@cuw.edu) or at 1-262-243-4233. 

https://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/devotions.html
https://www.bythewaytoday.org
mailto:carol.luedersbolwerk@cuw.edu
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LCMS Parish Nurse Council: offers a 17-module course in collaboration with the Lutheran Nurses Associa-

tion of Australia.  The schedule is flexible and encouraged to be completed within six months.  Many complete 

the course in less than six months.  The course was developed by practicing clergy and parish nurses and re-

viewed by LCMS clergy and practicing parish nurses.  Module 17 is specific to the organization and resources 

available for parish nurses within the LCMS.  The course is designed for the RN as an introduction to parish 

nursing, but it can be adapted to others within the health professions wishing to serve as congregational health 

advocates.  Personalized mentoring is provided throughout the courses and periodic optional zoom meetings are 

provided to add the group discussion component. For more information contact Dr. Marcy Schnorr 

(marcyschnorr2009@gmail.com) or at 1-815-562-2744 (mornings). 

 

The Lutheran Parish Nurses International (LPNI) Corner 

Let Us Pray for: Uvalde, Texas families, friends and the healthcare providers caring for them. 

 

 2023 Lutheran Parish Nurse International Study Tour to Bucharest/Brasov, Romania will be held on 

8-15 September 2023.  LPNI study tours offer  Par ish Nurses and others from around the wor ld the 

opportunity to learn, network and support one another, share experiences and models of practice, meet with 

pastors, deaconesses, and others to enjoy fellowship with like-minded people.  Watch for more information 

coming soon. 

 

 A Handy Helper for  your  bulletin inser ts and newsletter s. Please see the Health Topic and Devotion 

written each month for your use. Also available is an annual bible study contributed by Rev. Dan Paalova.  

All of these can be found at  http://www.lpni.org 

mailto:marcyschnorr2009@gmail.com
http://www.lpni.org/
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Submission Guidelines 

All articles or announcements for submission to the newsletter are to be in Times New Roman 11 font as a 

Word document. Pictures submitted for inclusion in articles should be in a JPEG format and attached to the 

email.  Bible verses quoted in articles should include the version of the Bible.  Please email all articles sub-

missions to Jamie Spikes jamiespikes@gmail.com.  All articles will be reviewed by the Education Team of 

the LCMS Parish Nurse Council prior to publication. 

A CALL FOR AUTHORS! Please prayerfully  consider  being a contr ibutor . If you are interested in 

writing an article for the upcoming newsletters or needing Editorial Guidelines please contact Jamie Spikes at 

jamiespikes@gmail.com. Upcoming issues will have the following themes and deadlines:  

 

Fall 2022: Heeding the Call.  Deadline for  ar ticle submission:  August 1, 2022 

Winter 2022: The Beatitudes.  Deadline for  ar ticle submission:  November 1, 2022 

Spring 2023: Prayer. Deadline for article submission:  February 1, 2023 

Summer 2023: Kindness. Deadline for article submission:  May 1, 2023 

 

Disclaimer: The information contained within this newsletter  is selected for  the insights and 

understanding of parish nursing within a confessional Lutheran setting.  However, the views ex-

pressed are not necessarily those of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Please read with discre-

tion and discuss any questions you may have with an LCMS pastor.  

 

Education Team Members: 

Marcy Schnorr: marcyschnorr2009@gmail.com 

Carol Lueders-Bolwerk: carol.luedersbolwerk@cuw.edu 

Hope Knight: parishnursehope@cox.net 

Jamie Spikes: jamiespikes@gmail.com 

Rev. Fred Zimmermann: pzjerusalem@yahoo.com 

Kate McNeal: Newsletter Technical Assistant: katemcneal51@gmail.com 

 

 

 


